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1 .{currently amended) A roof curb, comprising: 

a plurality of exterior planar panels connected together to form a 
rectangular box, each of said panels having a top edge, a bottom edge, an 
interior surface, an exterior surface, and first and second ends, and defining an 
elongated direction extending from said first end to said second end; 

said plurality of exterior planar panels including first and second 
adjacent exterior planar panels; 

said first adjacent exterior panel having a bent portion at Its first end 
at right angles to its elongated direction; 

one of said bent portion and said second panel defining a tab 
having a first end secured to its respective panel and a second end that is free, 
said tab also including a projection extending parallel to the elongated direction 
of said first adjacent exterior planar panel; 

the other of said bent portion and said second adjacent exterior 
planar panel defining a strap having first and second ends secured to the 
respective panel and an intermediate portion offset from Its respective panel, said 
intemfiediate portion defining first and second edges and an opening sized to 
receive the projection of said tab; 

wherein said first and second adjacent exterior planar panels are 
assembled together by aligning the tab with the strap and sliding the free end of 
the tab into the offset intermediate portion of said strap until the projection from 
said tab Is received in the opening in said strap, wherein the receipt of said 
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proiection in the opening of said strap limits the movement of said projection 
relative to said strap upwardly, downwardly, and in the longitudinal direction. 
thereby locking together said first and second adjacent exterior planar panels 
and forming a corner of said rectangular box. 

2. (currently amended) A roof curb as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
ene first p anel has a plurality of said tabs oriented in the same direction, and said 
other adjacent exterior planar panel has a corresponding plurality of said straps, 
and wherein sard conresponding tabs are received In their corresponding straps, 
with the projections from said tabs received in the corresponding openings in 
said corresponding straps, securing said first and second adjacent exterior planar 
panels together. 

3. (cun-ently amended) A roof curb as r e cited in claim 2 , comprising: 

a plurality of exterior planar panels connected together to form a 

rectangular box, each of said panels having a top edge, a bottom edge, an 
interior surface, an exterior surface, and first and second ends, and defining an 
elongated direction extending from said first end to said second end: 

said plurality of exterior planar panels including first and second 

adiacent exterior planar panels: 

said first adjacent exterior panel having a bent portion at its first end 

at right angles to its elongated direction: 
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one of said bent portion and said second panel defining a plurality 

of tabs, each having a first end secured to its respective panel and a second end 
that is fre e, at least one of said tabs also including a projection extending parallel 
to the elongated direction of said first adjacent exterior planar panel: 

the other of said bent portion and said second adjacent exterior 

planar panel defining a plurality of straps having first and second ends secured to 
the respective panel and an intermediate portion offset from its respective panel, 
each of said intermediate portions defining first and second edges, and at least 
one of said intermediate portions defining an opening sized to receive the 
projection of said at least one tab: 

wherein said first and second adjacent exterior planar panels are 

assembled together bv aligning the tabs with the respective straps and sliding the 
free ends of the tabs into the offset intermediate portions of said straps until the 
projection from said one tab is received in the opening in said one intermediate 
portion, thereby locking together said first and second adjacent exterior planar 
panels and forniino a corner of said rectangular box: and 

wherein said tabs and straps are arranged with an irregular spacing 
so the first and second exterior planar panels can only be connected together 
with the panels in the correct orientation relative to each other. 

4.(currently amended) A roof curb as r e c i t e d in cla i m 2 , comprising: 

a Plurality of exterior planar panels connected together to forni a 

rectangular box, each of said panels having a top edge, a bottom edge, an 
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Interior surface, an ext erior surface, and first and second ends, and defining an 
elongate d direction extending from said first end to said second end: 

said Plurality of exterio r planar panels including first and second 

adjacent exterior planar panels: 

said first ad jacent exterior panel having a bent portion at its first end 

at right angles to its elongated direction: 

. one of sai d bent portion and said second panel defining a plurality 

of tabs, each haying a first end secured to Its respective panel, a second end that 
is free, and a projectio n extending parallel to the elongated direction of said first 
adjacent exterior planar panel: 

the other of said bent p ortion and said second adiaoent exterior 

planar panel defining a plurality of straps having first and second ends secured to 
the respe ctive panel and an intennediate portion offset from its respective panel, 
each of said intermediate portions defining first and second edges and an 
opening sized to receive the projection of its respective tab: 

wherein said first and second adjacent exterior planar panels are 

assembled together b y aligning the tabs with the respective straps and sliding the 
free ends of the tabs i nto the offset intermediate portions of said straps until the 
projection s from said tabs are received in the openings in said respective 
intermediate portions, t hereby locking together said first and second adiacent 
exterior p lanar panels and forming a corner of said rectangular box: and 

wherein said plurality of tabs is located on said bent end portion 
and have different distances between the end of the tab and Its respective 
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projection, so that a first of said tabs begins entering its respective strap before a 
second of said tabs enters its respective strap, and so that the projections from 
both said first and second proiectron o tabs align with their respective openings at 
the same time. 

5.(currently amended) A roof curb as rooit o d in c l oim 1 , comprisinQ: 

a Plurality of exterior planar panels connected together to form a 

rectangu lar box, each of said panels having a too edge, a bottom edge, an 
interior su rface, an exterior surface, and first and second ends, and defining an 
elongated direction e xtending from said first end to said second end: 

said Plurali tv of exterior planar panels including first and second 

adiaoent exterior planar panels: 

said first a diacent exterior panel having a bent portion at its first end 

at right angles to its elongated direction: 

one of sai d bent portion and said second panel defining a tab 

having a first end secured to its respective panel and a second end that is free. 
said tab also includin g a projection extending parallel to the elongated direction 
of said first adiacent exterior planar panel; 

the other of said bent portion and said second adiacent exterior 

planar pa nel defining a strap having first and second ends secured to the 
respectiv e panel and an intermediate portion offset from its respective panel, said 
intermediate portion defining first and second edges and an opening sized to 
receive the projection of said tab: 
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wherein sa id first and second adjacent exterior planar panels are 

assembled together by aligning the tab with the strap and slidino the free end of 
the tab into the offset i ntermediate portion of said strap until the proiection from 
said tab is received in the openi ng in said strap, thereby locking together said 
first and second adja cent exterior planar panels and fonnina a corner of said 
rectangular box: 

and further comprising at least one interior panel, said interior panel having at 
least one right angle bent end abutting the interior surface of one of said exterior 
planar panels, one of said interior surface and said right angle bent end 
comprising a tab having a free end and a projection, and the other of said interior 
surface and said right angle bent end having a strap defining an opening, said 
strap receiving said tab with said projection fitting into said opening. 

6.{original) A roof curb as recited in claim 5. wherein there is a plurality 
of said interior panels. 

/.(currently amended) A roof curb, comprising: 

four exterior panels connected together to form a rectangular box. 
including two side panels and two end panels, with adjacent panels connected to 
each other to forni the comers of the box; 

each of said panels having a top edge, a bottom edge, an interior 
surface, an exterior surface, and first and second ends, and defining an 
elongated direction extending from the first end to the second end; 
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each of said side panels having bent portions at its first and second 
ends at right angles to its elongated direction; wherein one of said respective 
bent portion and its respective adjacent end panel defines a tab having a firet end 
secured to its respective panel and a second end that is free, said tab also 
including a projection extending parallel to the elongated direction of said side 
panels; and wherein the other of said bent portion and said end panel defines a 
strap having first and second ends secured to its respective panel and an 
intermediate portion offset from its respective panel, said intemiediate portion 
defining first and second edges and an opening sized to receive the projection of 
said tab; 

wherein said side panels and end panels are assembled together 
by aligning the respective tabs with the respective straps and sliding the free 
ends of the tabs into the offset intermediate portions of the straps until the 
projections from the tabs are received in the openings in the respective straps, 

wherein the receipt of said Proieetlons in the openings of said respective stra ps 
limits the movement of t he protections relative to the straps u pwardly. 
downwardly, and in the tonqitudinat direction t h^r^hy locking together the side 
panels and end panels and fomiing the comers of said rectangular box. 

8. (original) A roof curb as recited in claim 7, wherein the tabs are on the 
bent portions of the side panels and the straps are on the end panels. 
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9. (original) A roof curb as recited in claim 8. wherein at least some of 
said panels define Intermediate straps, and further comprising intermediate 
panels having bent ends defining tabs, which are received In their respective 
intermediate straps. 

10. (cun-ently amended)A roof curb as rocitod in claim 0 . comprising: 

four exterior panels c onnected together to form a rectangular box. 

including two side panels and tw o end panels, with adjacent panels connected to 
each other to fomi the comers of the box: 

each of said panels h aving a too edoe. a bottom edge, an interior 

surface, an exterior s urface, and first and second ends, and defining an 
elongated direction ex tending from the first end to the second end: 

each of said side pan els having bent portions at its first and second 

ends at right angles to its elongated direction: wherein one of said respective 
bent portion and its re spective adjacent end panel defines a tab having a first end 
secured to its respectiv e panel and a second end that is free, said tab also 
including a proiection extending parallel to the elongated direction of said side 
panels: and wherein th e other of said bent portion and said end panel defines a 
strap having first and second ends secured to its respective panel and an • 
intemiedlate portion of feetfrom its respective panel, said Intemnediate portion 
defining first and sec ond edges and an opening sized to receive the proiection of 
said tab: 
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wherein s aid side panels and end panels are assembled together 

by aligning the respective tabs wit h the respective straps and sliding the free 
ends of the tabs rnto t he offset intennediate portions of the straps until the 
projections from the tabs are rec eived in the openings in the respective straps. 
thereby locking together the side panels and end panels and fomiina the comers 
of said rectangular box: and 

wherein each of the corners of said box is secured by at least three 
pairs of straps and tabs, which are spaced apart at an irregular spacing so that 
the side panels and end panels can only be assembled in one orientation relative 
to each other, 

1 1 .(original) A roof curb as recited in claim 10, wherein there is a different 
distance between the end and the projection on each of the three tabs at each 
corner , so that each of the three tabs can be inserted into its respective strap at a 
different time during the progression of the corner assembly, and so that all three 
of the projections reach their respective holes at the same time. 

12. (canceled) 


PAGE 12/14" RCVD AT 1 A/2006 4:04:59 PM [Eastern Standard Tlnw] * 8VR:U8PTO-EFXRF««/32 * DNI8:2738300 * C8ID:902 426 1 167 * DURATION (mm-8S):05-24 


